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Trends in Union Status Since 2000 Among Women Aged 40-44 
Despite shifts in first union type and the timing of marriage 
(FP-19-16; Manning, Brown, & Payne, 2014), the proportion 
of women who are married, cohabiting, or single at ages 40-
44 has stayed remarkably stable since 2000.  
• Just under a third of women aged 40-44 were single. 
o Across the three time points, the majority of 
single women aged 40-44 were previously 
married, but a growing proportion had never 
married (38% in 2000 to 47% in 2018).  
• Although the percentage of women who were 
cohabiting doubled since 2000 (going from 2% to 4%), 
cohabiting women comprised a very small proportion 
of all women aged 40-44 across all time points.  
o Since 2000, the mix of previously married and 
never married women among cohabitors aged 
40-44 has been stable, at about two-thirds and 
one- third, respectively (not shown).  
• Approximately two-thirds of women aged 40-44 were 
married in 2000, 2010, and 2018 with only a two-
percentage point decline between 2000 and 2018. 
Figure 1. Proportion of Women Aged 40-44 Cohabiting, Married, 
and Single, 2000-2018 
 
Source: NCFMR analyses of CPS basic monthly and fertility and marriage data, 
2000-2018 
Data Sources: 
Flood, S., King, M., Rodgers, R., Ruggles, S., & Warren, J. R. (2019) Integrated Public Use Microdata Series, Current Population Survey: Version 7.0 [dataset]. 
Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS. https://doi.org/10.18128/D030.V7.0 
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Trends in the Distribution of Children Ever Born by Union Status Among Women 40-44 
Although trends in union status have changed little since 2000, there were larger changes within each union status in the 
distribution of the number of children ever born by ages 40-44. Here, we display the distributions for 2000 and 2018 by union 
status. 
• There was a substantial decrease in the proportion of single women who were childless from 2000 (34%) to 2018 (26%).  
o The percentage of single women aged 40-44 with two or more children increased from 48% to 53%.  
• Childlessness increased slightly among cohabiting women since 2000, as did the percentage of women with only one child. 
• Forty percent of married women aged 40 to 44 in 2000 and in 2018 had 2 children.  
o There was a slight decrease in the proportion of married women who were childless from 2000 (12%) to 2018 (9%).  
• Regardless of union status at ages 40-44, in 2000 and 2018, the majority of women had at least one child. 
Figure 2. Number of Children Ever Born to Women Aged 40-44 by Partnered Status, 2000 & 2018  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
34% 26%
18% 20%
24% 25%
24% 28%
2000 2018
Single
No Children 1 Child
2 Children 3+ Children
28% 30%
19% 23%
25% 23%
28% 24%
2000 2018
Cohabiting
No Children 1 Child
2 Children 3+ Children
12% 9%
16% 18%
40% 40%
32% 34%
2000 2018
Married
No Children 1 Child
2 Children 3+ Children
61%
42%
18% 13%
14%
21%
20% 20%
10%
18%
33% 32%
16% 20% 30% 35%
2000 2018 2000 2018
Never Married Previously Married
No Children 1 Child 2 Children 3+ Children
Source: NCFMR analyses of CPS basic monthly and fertility and marriage data, 2000 & 2018. Note: From 1980-2016, the survey collected data on women’s total 
number of births, but in 2018 the CPS released topcoded births at five or more, precluding analyses of average number of children ever born. We group four 
and five or more together due to small numbers when disaggregating across groups. 
Trends in the Distribution of Children Ever Born by Marital Status Among Single Women 40-44 
Shifts in nonmarital childbearing means many never married 
women may nonetheless be mothers. Here, we examine 
children ever born among previously married single women 
and never married single women aged 40-44.  
• In 2000, the majority of never married single women 
were childless (61%). By 2018, however, the majority 
were mothers (58%).  
• Most previously married single women aged 40 to 44 
had at least one child, increasing from 82% in 2000 to 
87% in 2018.  
o The proportion who had three or more children 
also increased from 30% in 2000 to 35% in 2018.  
o The proportion who were childless decreased 
from 18% in 2000 to 13% in 2018.  
Figure 3. Number of Children Ever Born Among Single Women 
Aged 40-44, 2000 & 2018 
Source: NCFMR analyses of CPS basic monthly and fertility and marriage data, 
2000 & 2018. Note: Here, we disaggregate the single category by marital 
status to examine shifts in completed family size by age 40-44.
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